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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  School  Medical  Service  during  the  year  1942.  The  report 
has  been  curtailed  but  it  contains  the  essential  statistical  inform¬ 
ation  to  preserve  continuity  in  records. 

All  the  services  were  carried  out  in  full  during  the  year  and 
in  addition  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  nutritive  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  school  children.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the 
nutrition  of  the  children  has  in  any  way  deteriorated.  Indeed, 
a  larger  number  were  classified  as  of  excellent  nutrition  than  in 
the  previous  year,  while  only  eight  in  every  thousand  attending 
the  elementary  schools  were  found  to  be  undernourished. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  found  to  be 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  although  an  increase  in 
non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease  was  recorded.  The  total 
number  of  cases  discovered  was  smaller,  except  for  one  year,  than 
in  any  year  for  the  past  20  years. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  skin 
diseases  treated  at  the  clinics.  In  all  2,650  cases  were  treated 
and  this  included  800  cases  of  scabies.  At  the  cleanliness  surveys 
carried  out  by  the  school  nurses  one  child  in  every  four  was  found 
to  be,  in  some  degree,  unclean.  As  the  spread  of  communicable 
skin  diseases  is  fostered  by  uncleanliness,  it  is  obvious  that  a 
little  more  co-operation  in  this  direction  on  the  part  of  some  parents, 
would  help  to  reduce  the  large  number  of  children  requiring  treat¬ 
ment  for  diseases  which  are,  for  the  most  part,  preventable. 

There  were,  at  the  end  of  1942,  997  children  remaining  in  the 
reception  areas  out  of  about  7,000  who  were  from  time  to  time 
evacuated.  I  have  been  in  constant  touch  with  the  Education 
Authorities  and  School  Medical  Officers  of  those  areas  and  I  have 
to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  care  given  to  the  South  Shields 
children. 

I  have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  School 
Medical  Service  Sub-Committee  for  their  consideration  of  the  many 
matters  I  had  to  place  before  them  during  the  year  and  to  my 
staff  for  their  conscientious  and  willing  co-operation. 

W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

STAFF. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year. 

CO-ORDINATION. 

Co-ordination  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 
and  with  other  branches  of  the  CounciFs  medical  services  has 
been  maintained  as  before. 

The  following  are  the  reports  made  to  me  by  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers,  the  School  Dentist,  the  Consultant  Ophthal¬ 
mologist  and  the  Organiser  for  Physical  Education. 

THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  IN  RELATION  TO  PUBLIC 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  at  end  of  1942  .  12,667 

Average  attendance  for  the  year  (87.7  per  cent.)  .  10,807 

Number  of  elementary  schools  (excluding  the  School  for 
the  Partially  Sighted,  the  0|)en-Air  School  and  the 

Day  Special  School)  .  22 

Number  of  elementary  departments  . .  .  45 

Number  of  children  on  registers  of  the  three  special  schools 

at  end  of  1942  . 207 

Average  attendance  at  special  schools  (82.0  per  cent.)  .  .  167 

Medical  Inspection. 

The  number  of  children  examined  at  routine  and  special 
inspections  during  1942,  is  as  follows  : — ■ 

1.  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Entrants  (5-6  years)  .  1,409 

Intermediates  (8-9  years).  . .  1,117 

Leavers  (12-13  years)  .  1,129 


Total  . . .  '3,655 


2.  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  19,909 
A  nutritional  survey  was  carried  out  in  the  autumn  of  1942. 
These  inspections  are  not  included  under  “  other  inspections  ”  nor 
are  the  annual  routine  inspections  at  the  special  schools. 
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‘‘  Other  inspections  ”  include  the  examination  of  children 
referred  to  the  clinic  by  parents,  teachers  and  health  visitors. 

Nutrition. 

The  nutrition  of  the  3,655  elementary  school  children  ex¬ 
amined  at  routine  inspections  during  the  year  was  classified  as 
under  : 


Per 

Number. 

cent. 

Excellent  . 

.  870 

23.8 

Normal . 

.  2100 

57.5 

Slightly  sub-normal  . 

.  656 

17.9 

Bad  . 

.  29 

0.8 

The  detailed  results  of  the  special  nutritional  survey  carried 
out  in  the  autumn  of  1942  of  the  whole  of  the  children  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  elementary  schools  at  the  time  of  the  inspections  are 
not  yet  available. 

Cleanliness. 

Two  surveys  were  carried  out.  In  spite  of  repeated  inspections 
by  the  school  nurses  and  the  co-operation  of  teachers,  the  number 
of  children  found  to  be  unclean  continues  to  rise.  At  the  first 
survey  it  was  revealed  that  25.4  per  cent,  of  the  11,333  children 
examined  were  unclean.  At  the  second  examination  the  figure 
was  24.6  per  cent,  of  9,792  examined. 

Compulsory  cleansing  notices  under  Section  87  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Act  were  served  during  the  yedbi  on  the  parents  of  four  school 
children  (two  families).  Subsequent  proceedings  for  general 
neglect  were  instituted  in  one  case  by  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  and  the  parent  was  sentenced 
to  a  term  of  four  months  imprisonment.  ■ 

Visual  Defects  and  External  Eye  Diseases. 

At  the  routine  and  special  inspections  352  cases  of  defective 
vision  and  one  case  of  squint  were  referred  for  treatment.  One 
case  of  conjunctivitis  was  found. 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

The  number  of  children  requiring  treatment  for  nose  and 
throat  defects  was  1£0,  or  5  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined. 
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Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

Two  children  were  founds  to  have  defective  hearing.  Those 
suffering  from  otitis  media  numbered  14,  and  those  with  other 
ear  diseases  31. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  among  school  children  during  1942. 

Ninety- one  children  were  referred  by  the  school  medical 
officers  for  examination  by  the  tuberculosis  medical  officer  during 
1942,  compared  with  63  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  13  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (pulmonary  4,  non-pul- 
monary  9). 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  among 
children  of  school  age,  as  revealed  by  notifications  received  by  the 
medical  officer  of  health  or  otherwise  ascertained. 


Age-Group. 

5 — 10  years . 

10 — 15  years . 

1941. 

1942. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Boys. 

7 

5 

Girls. 

11 

6 

Boys. 

8 

3 

Girls. 

2 

4 

Total  . 

29 

1 

7 

5 — 10  years . 

10 — 15  years . 

Non-Pu] 

monary. 

Non-Pu] 

monary. 

10 

4 

4 

11 

3 

10 

8 

17 

Total  . 

29 

3 

8 

Following-up. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  1,190  visits  to  the  homes  of  school 
children  to  ascertain  whether  the  necessary  treatment  was  being 
obtained;  1,162  visits  in  connection  with  uncleanliness  ;  760  visits 
after  surgical  and  dental  treatment ;  67  in  connection  with  ortho¬ 
paedic  cases  ;  361  regarding  mentally  defective  children  and  19 
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visits  for  other  miscellaneous  purposes  in  connection  with  the 
school  medical  service.  In  addition  149  visits  were  paid  to  the 
schools  for  similar  purposes  and  141  visits  for  routine  medical 
inspection  apart  from  846  visits  to  the  schools  in  connection  with 
cleanliness  surveys.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  visits  paid  to  the 
homes  regarding  tuberculosis,  infant  welfare  and  infectious  dis¬ 
eases.  The  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  also  attended  492 
sessions  at  the  general  school  clinics,  249  sessions  at  dental  clinic^, 
206  sessions  for  artificial  sunlight  treatment,  52  sessions  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  ionization,  daily  sessions  for  the  treatment  of  scabies 
and  72  sessions  for  immunisation,  apart  from  the  attendances  at 
child  welfare,  tuberculosis  and  other  clinics. 

Medical  Treatment. 

Number  of  children  who  attended  the  School  Clinic  in  1942  5,359 

Number  of  these  children  who  were  treated .  4,466 

The  total  number  of  attendances  was  21,733  as  compared  with 
15,379  in  1941. 

The  numbers  treated  as  given  in  .  the  following  paragraphs 
refer  to  the  elementary  school  children  only,  although  the  same 
facilities  are  available  also  to  pupils  of  the  secondary  schools. 

Skin  Diseases. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  was  as  follows  : 


Impetigo  .  267 

Ringworm  (scalp)  .  23 

Ringworm  (body)  .  71 

Scabies .  800 

Other  skin  diseases  .  1,489 


In  spite  of  the  measures  taken  to  deal  with  scabies,  the  number 
of  cases  continues  to  increase.  800  cases  were  treated  at  the 
school  chnic  in  1942  as  compared  to  586  in  1941.  Most  of  these 
cases  had  the  treatment  carried  out  by  a  nurse  with  the  assistance 
of  the  personnel  from  a  first-aid  post  at  the  municipal  chnic.  The 
homes  were  visited  for  the  purpose  of  finding  and  treating  any 
other  affected  members  of  the  family. 

Vision. 

During  the  year  568  cases  were  submitted  for  refraction.  In 
549  of  these,  spectacles  were  prescribed.  The  number  of  spec¬ 
tacles  supplied  through  the  Education  Authority’s  scheme  was 
523. 
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Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

During  1942,  274  elementary  school  children  received  opera¬ 
tive  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  at  the  General 
Hospital  under  the  Authority’s  scheme. 

Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

During  the  year  46  cases  were  referred  from  the  school  clinic 
to  the  orthopaedic  department  of  the  Ingham  Infirmary  and 
other  hospitals.  These  may  be  summarised  briefly  as  follows 

Of  the  46  cases,  23  suffered  from  flat  feet  or  deformities  of  the 
feet,  5  had  congenital  wry  neck,  8  children  had  suffered  from  the 
effects  of  infantile  paralysis,  diphtheria,  rheumatism  or  menin¬ 
gitis,  3  had  Schlatter’s  disease  and  3  had  spinal  curvature.  The 
remainder  had  Bell’s  palsy,  bursitis  of  knees,  diaphyseal  aclasia  or 
epiphyseal  deformity. 

In  addition  14  children  who  were  treated  in  1941  continued 
treatment  at  the  Ingham  Infirmary. 

Three  children  had  operations  performed  and  six  were  supplied 
with  surgical  appliances.  The  children  paid  723  attendances 
at  the  Out-patient  Department.  Sixteen  other  children  were 
treated  otherwise  than  at  the  cost  of  the  Local  Education 
Authority. 

Dental  Defects. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  School  Dental  Surgeon, 
Mr.  E.  Innes,  L.D.S.,  : — 

During  1942  all  the  schools  in  the  Borough,  including  the 
Open-Air,  Partially  Sighted  and  Special  Schools  and  the  Boys 
and  Girls  High  Schools  were  visited  by  the  School  Dentists 
•  and  the  children  inspected  at  least  once  during  the  year. 

Where  treatment  was  required  and  the  necessary  consent 
obtained,  treatment  was  carried  out  at  the  school  dental 
clinic. 

12,099  children  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  of  this 
number  5,492  or  45.4%  required  treatment.  Of  these  2,938 
were  actually  treated  at  the  school  clinic  (53.5%).  Some  of 
the  remainder  were  treated  privately.  Some  parents  after 
receiving  notification  that  treatment  is  necessary,  say  they 
intend  having  private  treatment,  but  in  many  cases  they  omit 
to  do  so. 
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The  operations  included  858  fillings  and  7,057  extractions; 
1,118  permanent  teeth  and  5,939  deciduous  teeth. 

The  majority  of  the  extractions  were  completed  with  a 
local  anaesthetic,  but  in  125  cases  a  general  anaesthetic  was 
considered  necessary. 

Some  of  the  extractions  of  permanent  teeth  have  been  made 
to  alleviate  a  crowded  condition  of  the  teeth.  It  has  been 
interesting  to  observe  the  satisfactory  results  achieved  where 
this  procedure  has  been  followed  in  previous  years. 

The  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the  children’s 
teeth  continues,  the  percentage  of  those  needing  treatment 
having  gradually  declined  during  the  last  few  years.  In  par¬ 
ticular  the  condition  of  the  teeth  of  the  children  in  the  infant 
schools  shows  a  continued  improvement.  It  is  very  pleasing 
to  see  the  large  number  of  sound  complete  dentures  pointing 
to  an  increasing  interest  in  dental  matters  by  the  parents. 

Ultra-Violet  Ray  Therapy. 

134  children  of  school  age  were  treated  by  ultra-violet  radia¬ 
tion  including  treatment  by  the  Kromayer  lamp. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  conditions  treated  : — 


Cured. 

Im- 

Ceased 

attend- 

Trans¬ 

ferred 

for 

Still 

attend- 

Total 

Post-diphtheritic  debility 

proved. 

6 

ing. 

1 

treat- 
,  ment. 

ing. 

6 

13 

Post-measles  debility  .... 

2 

•  • 

2 

Debility . 

6 

7 

13 

26 

Anaemia  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Septic  sores  . 

5 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Bronchitis  . 

2' 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Asthma  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Bronchial  catarrh  . 

1 

*  • 

1 

Alopecia  . 

3 

3 

3 

9 

Seborrhoea  . 

•  • 

1 

«  • 

1 

Cervical  adenitis . . 

13 

2 

1 

7 

23 

Tuberculous  abdomen 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Tuberculous  glands  in 

groin . 

1 

•  • 

1 

Diphtheria  carriers . 

34 

•  • 

•  • 

<•  • 

34 

39  42 


17 


2  34  134 
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Most  of  the  17  children  who  ceased  attending  for  treatment 
did  so  because  of  improvement  in  their  condition. 

Ionization. 

17  children  were  treated  by  zinc  ionization  for  chronic  ear 
discharge  ;  of  these  9  were  cured,  5  ceased  attending  and  3  are  still 
attending. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

1,942  children  of  school  age  were  immunised  during  the  past 
year,  as  under  : — 


Age. 

Numbers. 

4 

352 

5 

444 

6 

283 

7 

191 

8 

163 

9 

99 

10 

99 

11 

107 

12 

109 

13 

73 

14 

•  22 

1,942 


At  the  end  of  1942  it  was  estimated  that  81%  of  the  school 
children  in  the  Borough  had  been  immunised. 

Physical  Education. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Physical  Education  Organ¬ 
iser  : — 


A  marked  improvement  has  been  shown  in  the  standard  of 
Physical  Training  in  schools  during  the  past  year.  More  of 
the  children  are  keen  and  interested  in  the  work  and  very  few 
ask  to  be  excused  from  the  lesson  for  trivial  reasons.  As  yet, 
unfortunately,  the  children  do  not  carry  out  what  they  learn 
in  the  Physical  Training  lesson  into  daily  use  and  their  posture 
in  walking  and  sitting  is  still  poor.  A  special  effort  is  being 
made  to  make  the  children  “  posture  conscious.” 
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As  more  children  strip  for  their  lessons  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  grows.  Underclothing  is  tidier  and  cleaner,  legs 
and  feet  washed  much  more  frequently.  It  is,  however,  still 
to  be  regretted  that,  owing  in  many  cases  to  the  dislike  and 
distrust  of  the  parents  for  ‘‘  new  fangled  ideas,”  the  showers 
provided  in  certain  schools  are  not  used  to  their  limit,  thus 
preventing  the  children  getting  maximum  benefit  from  these 
excellent  facilities. 

The  number  [of  people  doing  Recreative  Physical  Training 
in  clubs  and  evening  classes  has  increased  considerably  during 
the  last  few  months — this  increase  is  gratifying  at  a  time 
when  most  people  are  working  at  high  pressure.  Hockey 
and  Netball  for  business  girls  have  been  run  successfully 
throughout  the  Winter.  It  is  hoped  to  develop  th^^  playing 
of  games  during  the  better  weather. 

J.  Wright  Thomson, 

Organiser  of  Physical  Education. 

School  Baths. 

No  instruction  in  swimming  was  given  in  1942  owung  to  war 
damage  to  the  Public  Baths. 

Provision  of  Meals  and  Milk. 

432  children  were  supplied  with  33,868  dinners  at  a  cost  of 
£842.  This  is  a  marked  reduction  on  the  number  for  the  year 
1941  when  56,679  dinners  were  supplied  at  a  cost  of  £1,417. 

In  October,  1942,  the  Local  Education  Authority  opened  a 
well-appointed  central  kitchen  for  the  supply  of  school  meals  to 
children  in  school  premises.  The  meals  are  well  balanced  and 
properly  cooked  and  served.  They  are  carried  in  Civil  Defence 
ambulances  in  insulated  containers  to  the  schools. 

During  1942,  1,026  children  were  supphed  with  free  milk  under 
the  milk-in-schools  scheme.  In  addition  8,603  children  received 
milk  under  the  JlRlk  Marketing  Board’s  scheme  of  part  payment. 
In  all,  12,858  gallons  were  consumed  by  the  children.  The  cost  to 
the  Local  Education  Authority  was  £643. 

BLIND,  DEAF  AND  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 
Mental  Deficiency. 

During  1942,  54  children  reported  by  the  head  teachers  as 
very  much  retarded  in  educational  progress  or  brought  to  notice 
in  other  ways  were  specially  examined  by  the  assistant  school 
medical  officers  with  the  following  results  : — 
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Dull  or  backward  . 

Feeble-minded  : — 

For  special  day  school  . 

For  residential  school  . . 

Imbecile  . 

Idiot . 

Retarded  (defective  vision)  (delin¬ 
quent)  . . . .  . 

Normal  mentally  (delinquent)  . 

Epileptic  . . . 

Defective  speech . 

Referred  for  child  guidance  . 

Inconclusive  (to  be  re-examined)  .  .  .  . 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 
6  10  16 

4  13  17 

1  1 

6  4  10 

2  1  3 

1  .  .  1 

1  .  .  1 

2  .  .  2 

1  1 
1  .  .  1 

1  .  ,  1 


15  children  were  recommended  for  notification  to  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act  Committee,  with  a  view  to  their  being  sent  to  an 
institution  or  kept  under  statutory  supervision  or  guardianship, 
as  under  : — 

Article  2(a)  .  1  4  5 

Article  2(6)  .  3  .  .  3 

Under  Article  4  .  3  4  7 


At  the  end  of  1942,  there  were  81  ascertained  educable  feeble¬ 
minded  children  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Education  Auth¬ 
ority,  as  under  : — 


At  certified  residential  schools  for 

mentally  defective  children  ....  3 

At  a  certified  day  school  for  mentally 

defective  children  .  21 

At  public  elementary  schools .  1 

Evacuated  to  a  reception  area  .  3 

In  an  institution . 

At  no  school  or  institution  .  8 


I  4 

33  54 

4  5 

3 

1  1 

6  14 


Of  the  14  children  at  no  school  or  institution,  5  boys  and  3 
girls  were  working. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  children  presumably 
feeble-minded  who  were  awaiting  examination  and  certification. 


Special  Day  School. 

This  school  is  still  accommodated  in  two  rooms  at  the  Open 
Air  School  and  School  for  Partially  Sighted  children.  Provision 
has  been  made  for  domestic  science  and  12  boys  and  12  girls  attend 
for  instruction  in  these  subjects  at  Cleadon  Park  School. 
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School  for  Partially  Sighted. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  24  children  were  in  attendance  at  this 
school.  The  children  were  examined  by  the  Ophthalmologist  who, 
in  sending  a  report  on  each  individual  child  says  ‘T  am  glad  to 
report  that  practically  all  the  children  have  made  satisfactory 
progress.  No  case  has  deteriorated.” 

Speech  Training. 

The  speech  training  centre  was  re-opened  on  15th  April, 
1942,  and  thereafter  classes  were  continued  throughout  the  year. 
During  the  year  46  children  were  treated  for  speech  defects.  Of 
these  34  were  stammerers  ;  the  remainder  had  both  stammer  and 
other  defects. 

Of  those  treated  35  were  reported  as  having  speech  under 
control,  8  had  greatly  improved  but  still  required  care  and  3  had 
improved  but  were  recommended  for  a  further  course  of  treatment. 

Open  Air  School. 

Forty  -nine  dehcate  children  were  recommended  by  the  Assist¬ 
ant  School  Medical  Officers  in  the  course  of  the  year  for  admission 
to  the  Cleadon  Park  Open  Air  School. 

Of  those  in  attendance  at  the  school,  twenty-four  had 
sufficiently  improved  as  to  allow  of  their  attendance  at  the  ordinary 
elementary  schools ;  twenty- one  were  allowed  to  leave  at  the 
school  leaving  age  ;  three  left  the  district  and  five  were  taken  off 
the  registers  as  unfit  for  school  attendance  owing  to  pronounced 
ill-health. 

Shoeless  Children’s  Fund. 

The  Chief  Constable  reports  that  2,427  children  were  supplied 
with  boots  and  stockings  during  the  year  through  this  Fund,  of 
which  he  is  the  Honorary  Secretary. 

Convalescent  Home. 

22  school  children  were  admitted  to  the  Convalescent  Home 
during  1942.  A  total  of  1,459  in-patients  days  were  spent  there 
by  these  children,  which  is  equivalent  to  4  patients  per  day. 

Higher  Education  for  the  Blind. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  two  boys  and  two  girls  were  attending 
Higher  Education  courses. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Junior  Instruction  Centre. 

The  Junior  Instruction  Centres  have  been  closed  during  1942. 

Secondary  Schools. 

There  are  two  secondary  schools  in  the  town,  provided  by  the 
Local  Education  Authority.  The  number  of  pupils  on  the  registers 
at  the  end  of  1942  was  916  ;  the  average  attendance  during  the 
year  was  816  (93.3%). 

662  pupils  were  examined  at  routine  inspections  during  the 
year,  and  138  special  examinations  and  re-examinations  were  made. 

The  state  of  nutrition  of  the  662  children  examined  at  routine 
inspections  was  as  under  : — 

{a)  Excellent  222  (33.5%). 

(6)  Normal  381  (57.5%). 

(c)  Slightly  subnormal  58  (8.9%). 

(d)  Bad  1  (0.1%). 

» 

The  same  facilities  at  the  clinics  are  available  for  secondary 
school  scholars  as  for  elementary  school  children.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  the  treatment  given  during  the  year  : — 


Minor  ailments  treated  .  53 

Spectacles  prescribed  . .  43 

Spectacles  provided  .  40 

Operative  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils 

and  adenoids  .  6 

Dental  Treatment — 

Number  of  children  examined  .  772 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  343 

Actually  treated .  131 

Fillings .  141 

Extractions  (permanent  teeth) .  103 

,,  (temporary)  .  80 

Other  dental  operations  .  10 


Examination  of  Children  for  the  Stage. 

Seven  children  who  required  certificates  for  stage  perform¬ 
ances  were  examined.  All  were  granted  the  necessary  certificates. 

Deaths  of  School  Children. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  causes  of  death  during 
1942  of  children  of  school  age  (5 — 14  years)  : — 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  . 

1 

1 

Diphtheria . 

1 

1 

6 

•  • 

8 

Influenza  . 

1 

,  * 

1 

2 

Cerebro- spinal  fever . 

*  , 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  : 

Pulmonary  . 

1 

1 

Disseminated  . 

•  • 

2 

2 

Meninges . 

I 

2 

•  • 

3 

Abdomen  . 

1 

1 

Pancreatic  tumour  . 

1 

1 

Diabetes  . . 

1 

1 

Leukemia  . 

1 

1 

Epilepsy  . 

*  • 

1 

1 

Valvular  disease  of  heart 

1 

1 

Other  heart  diseases . 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

1 

o 

O 

Intestinal  obstruction  . 

1 

1 

Nephritis  . 

1 

1 

Osteomyelitis  . . 

1 

«  • 

1 

«  • 

2 

Accidents,  injuries,  etc . 

5 

2 

1 

.  . 

8 

Total  . 

14 

10 

11 

r? 

i 

42 

ELEMENTARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

Table  1. — Medical  Inspections  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1912. 


A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Elementary. 

Higher. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  groups 

Entrants  . 

1,409  1 

Second  Age  Group  (Intermediates)  .  .  . 

1,117  1 

662 

Third  Age  Group  (Leavers)  . 

1,129  J 

3,655 

662 
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B. —OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re¬ 
inspections  .  19,909  138 


Table  2. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected 
during  the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


No.  of 
Children 
inspected. 

A. 

(Excel¬ 
lent)  . 

B. 

(Normal). 

C. 

(Slightly 
sub¬ 
normal)  . 

D. 

(Bad). 

Elem.  Schools  . 

3,655 

662 

No.  o/o 
870  23.8 

No. 

2,100  57.5 
381  57.5 

No. 

656  17.9 

No.  o/o 
29  0.8 

Higher  Schools  .... 

222  33.5 

58  8.9 

1  0.1 

Table  3. 

GROUP  I.— TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS. 

(excluding  uncleanliness). 

Elementary.  Higher. 

Total  number  of  defects  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year  under  the 

Authority’s  scheme .  5,283  53 

GROUP  II.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND 
SQUINT.  Under  the  Authority’s  scheme. 

Elementary  Higher. 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) .  568  43 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (ex¬ 
cluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I.) . 


568  43 


No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 


{a)  Prescribed  .  549  43 

(h)  Obtained  .  523  40 

GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND 
THROAT. 

Received  operative  treatment  .  274  6 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  .  5  1 

Total  number  treated  .  279  7 
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Table  4. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  inspected  by  the  Dentist  : — 

Elementary.  Higher. 


{a)  Routine  Age  groups  . 11,332 

(6)  Specials .  45 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ....  5,149 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  (by  School 

Dentists)  .  2,807 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treat¬ 

ment  .  3,326 

(5)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  teeth  .  717 

Temporary  teeth  . 

(6)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  teeth  .  1,015 

Temporary  teeth  .  5,859 

(7)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics 

for  extractions  .  125 

(8)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  teeth  . 85 

Temporary  teeth  . 

(9)  Half  days  devoted  to  : — 


Inspections,  170  ;  Treatment  509  ;  Total  679. 


722 

343 

131 

217 

141 

103 

80 

10 


Table  5. — Verminous  Conditions. 


(i) 


(hi) 

(iv) 


First 

Survey. 

Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made 
during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses 

for  cleanliness  surveys  .  5 

Total  number  of  examinations  of  child¬ 
ren  in  the  schools  by  School  Nurses  : — 

{a)  Children  examined  .  11,333 

(6)  Examinations  made  .  15,700 

No.  of  individual  children  found  unclean  2,783 

No.  of  individual  children  cleansed  under 
Section  87(2)  and  (3)  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Act,  1921  . 

No  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings 
were  taken  : 

{a)  Under  the  Education  Act, 

1921  . 

{h)  Under  the  School  Attendance 
Byelaws  . 


Second 

Survey. 


5 


9,792 

14,161 

2,401 
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Table  6. — Blind  and  Deaf  Children. 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  Blind  and  Deaf  Children 
who  are  not  at  the  present  time  receiving  education  suitable  for 
their  special  needs  : — 

Blind  Deaf. 
Children.  Children. 

1.  At  a  Public  Elementarv  School  . 

2.  At  an  Institution  other  than  a  Special 

School  . . . 

3.  At  no  School  or  Institution  .  2  I 


2  1 


Mentally  Defective  Children. 

Total  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1942  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local 
Mental  Deficiency  Authority  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  (Noti¬ 
fication  of  Children)  Regulation,  1928 . 18. 


